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Why Do You Need So Many Guns?
Andrew Scott Carroll (F5EEF})

About five years ago, a student asked me if | had a gun. He knew that | am from the United
States, and he knew that many Americans own guns. | tried to make a joke, and answered, “With
me now? Or at home?” but he didn’t laugh. Students never laugh at my jokes (?), and there is
really nothing funny about the statistics on guns in the United States. In the year 2015, there were
353 mass shootings (4 or more people killed at one time), over 12,000 people killed by guns, and 62
shootings at schools.

Many people probably saw, on the news, President Obama’s tears as he
talked about gun control and legislation. Some Americans criticized his tears
as a sign of weakness. To me, it seems possible that some of these people
might own guns, or think that having a gun is a sign of power or strength. Of course, this is not an
easy issue, and looking at America’s traditional cowboy culture doesn’t explain it enough. Many
Americans believe that it is their fundamental right to protect themselves, and there are 270,000,000
guns in the United States (this number doesn’t include police, soldiers, etc.). When other people
have weapons, or when terrorist groups like IS seem to become

Usetul Vocabulary stronger and stronger all the time, people become frightened.

Statistics  #tFf In university, our coach used to tell us to make sure we went
5 home by midnight. He used to say that nothing good happened

Mass 2%k after midnight. True or not, he meant that people could put

themselves into more dangerous situations later at night, and to
me, having more guns creates more dangerous situations. People
Criticize FEMET 2. #LHI4 25 become angry and use them, they become frightened and use
them, and children sometimes use them by mistake.

Gun control and legislation &

Fundamental right ~ JEASHY AHE
B What does this problem have to do with you? You don't live in
Ownership P A M the United States, and gun ownership in Japan is not common. As
Acknowledge 5 7% an American, | have to acknowledge that my country often tries to

" tell other countries what is right and wrong. A powerful country
needs to control itself before it controls others, and if a country
thinks having guns is common or acceptable, it thinks guns
become an answer or solution. Maybe this is a time when other countries need to ask the USA,
“Why do you need so many guns?”
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