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Andrew Scott Carroll (EzE®})
In March, Shibuya Ward decided to recognize same-gender partnerships, and to allow gay
partners many rights. One of these rights is being able to rent an apartment together as a
couple. It's important to remember that this ordinance (%) cannot force apartment
owners to rent to same-sex partners. The owners are supposed to do so, but it's not a law,
and they are not actually required to. Would it surprise you to know that apartment owners
in Japan are not required to rent to foreigners? In fact, a Justice Ministry decision in April
said it is not discrimination (Z3l) if an owner refuses to rent to foreigners. Everyone has
the right to their own opinion, but if you won'’t allow someone to rent property because they
are homosexual, of a different nationality, or in any way different from you, | feel this is an
act of discrimination. What do you think?
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