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Andrew Scott Carroll (F£ZEF})

In 1984, in his song My Hometown, the American singer Bruce Springsteen sang about the
sadness and despair in small towns in the USA because people were losing jobs and losing
hope. Much more recently, Donald Trump’s “America First” thinking has echoed this feeling, but
has also blamed other countries for these problems, and many Americans support Trump
because they think he will bring hope to the country. | am not a fan of Donald Trump, but one
parts of Trump’s idea of “America First” doesn’t seem so strange to me. Every leader in the world
prioritizes his or her country and its people, and it's natural to want your country’s people to be
successful and safe. To protect traditional Japanese farming, for example, Japan’s government
gives subsidies to farmers. This means that Japanese tax money is used for the subsidies.
Japanese fruit is still more expensive than fruit or vegetables from other countries, but if people
can afford to pay more because they value farming in Japan or because they think Japanese
fruits are the best, there’s nothing bad about this “Japan First” thinking. This last US presidential
election was maybe the most closely watched one in a long time in Japan, and many
Japanese are interested in how Trump’s decisions on the TPP and US military in Asia will affect
Japan, which is again “Japan First” thinking. This is also partly natural, but...

...in the last year, England has voted to leave the EU, people in other European countries blame
their problems on other countries, and some countries will not accept refugees who need a home.
The connection between these and the bad parts of “America First” is the thinking that outsiders
cause or have caused problems. Sometimes people begin to feel angry because of problems in
their country, and might start to feel nostalgia for how their hometowns used to be; they might
begin to think that, somehow, more contact with the world created their problems. Globalization
has brought difficulties, but we can’t go back to before 1984, or to the way the world maybe used
to be, and we can’t only blame other countries for danger and problems, just as we won’t blame a
country if their fruit or vegetables are cheaper than ours. Closing borders and focusing on
ourselves makes us close our eyes to the problems of others or to the dangers in the world today,
and prevents understanding why we have these problems. Donald Trump wants to build a real
wall to keep Mexicans out, and all around the world countries build immigration walls. But where
are these people supposed to go, and who will accept them if the USA (or Japan) doesn’t? A
good hometown is a great thing, but not one that only values “Me First”.
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