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Offering Encouragement
Andrew Scott Carroll (FFEF})

| always really enjoy the School Festival. This year, | thought it was especially fun and well-
organized, and it showed the talents and incredible energy of students at our school. Two of my
favorite moments happened during the opening ceremony and then during the closing on Monday
afternoon. During the opening ceremony, it was amazing how positively our students welcomed
the students from Miyako. On Monday afternoon, when the results of the sports matches over the
weekend were announced, it sounded like people were cheering wildly for both the teams that lost
and those that had won. The results didn't seem to matter. It felt like the concepts of insiders or
outsiders, winning and losing, had just disappeared. The school was one whole community.

The positive energy made me remember one of my favorite moments in sports. At the 2000
Olympics in Sydney, a swimmer named Eric Moussambani, from Equatorial Guinea in Africa,
swam what is considered the slowest 100 meter race in Olympic history. It was very clear to the
spectators that he was not really an Olympic level swimmer. In fact, he had only started swimming
six months earlier, and because there were no pools for training in his country, he had trained in
rivers and lakes, without a coach. At the Olympics, it didn't seem he'd be able to complete the
last half of the race, but shouts of encouragement from those watching supported him and allowed
him to finally finish.

Today, Equatorial Guinea has an Olympic sized swimming pool, and Eric Moussambani is the
national team's coach. He says that the encouragement he received that day continues to support
him, and that it is the reason he coaches the team.

As part of a school and the world community, we always find ourselves surrounded by people who
need an encouraging push. Everywhere in the world there are sick people, sad and lonely people,
and people who just aren't as talented as others. We all need that kind of push,
because we all fail many times, and we are all losers as often as we are
winners. It doesn't matter what someone did or didn't do when they're in
trouble or in a bad situation. Maybe they didn't work hard enough and are now
sad because of what happened as a result; maybe they spent their money in a
careless way and now have nothing; maybe they were just unlucky; maybe
they lived in a place that was hit by a natural disaster; maybe they were just
born into a family or country that doesn't have as much as others.

The Olympics isn't special just because of new records and medals. It's also 4 )
special because of how those spectators responded to Eric Moussambani in ¢
Sydney. Our school festival was about more than events and victory; it was s

about achieving something together. Whether it's at the Olympics or at school, o
our words and actions have the power to shape someone’s life. i |
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