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THINKING ABOUT REFUGEES

Sam Berry (JFEF})

In the summer holiday | went back to my hometown Sheffield in the UK. | had a great time
meeting my friends and family, eating British food, enjoying the weather (Tokyo is too hot for mel),
and reading British newspapers. The biggest story in the newspapers was about refugees and
migrants. Many refugees were trying to escape the war in Syria and come to safer countries in
Europe. Many of them wanted to come to the UK.

Some people in my country were worried about the refugees coming, and many newspapers
published negative articles about refugees. Some newspapers wrote about a migrant “invasion” ,
and some suggested that we should use gunships to stop the refugees from coming. The Prime
Minister, David Cameron, said there was a “swarm of migrants” . Some people protested on the
streets and said that the UK is full, that there is no space for refugees.

Then, something sad happened. Aylan Kurdi, a 3-year-old Syrian boy, died when his family were
trying to cross the sea to get to Europe. A photograph was taken of Aylan’s body on the beach. It
was a sad, shocking and very powerful photograph, and it caused a strong public reaction all over
Europe. Many people went to the streets with signs saying “refugees welcome” . Football
supporters also held sighs. Ordinary people met refugees and gave them food, water, clothes, and
toys for their children. When some refugees arrived in Germany after a long and dangerous
journey, ordinary Germans clapped and cheered and welcomed them. When | try to imasgine how
those refugees must have felt when they arrived in Germany - tired, worried, excited, afraid - |

thought it was an amazing and beautiful thing that ordinary people

greeted them so warmly. | hope | can be a person as kind and welcoming Useful Vocabulary

as them. refugee — M
The photo of Aylan and the public reaction also forced the migrant - B 15
government to change its refugee policy. David Cameron said the UK
will accept 20,000 Syrian refugees by 2020. Compared to Germany, publish — Hifift 4~ %
which has accepted around 800,000 refugees in 2015, it's not so many, L
but it's much better than talking about a “swarm” of refugees. article - 524
However, of course, it's a complicated problem, and no-one knows the invasion ~ {2
best solution. On a human level, though, | think there are two things we swarm - B
can do. First, when somebody asks us for help, if we can, we should try
to help them. | want to be a person like the Germans who brought food public reaction — T o i
for refugees, or who cheered and welcomed to their country. Second,
when we talk about refugees, or read about them, | hope we can ordinary people — — i
remember that they are not a number or a word in the newspaper, they '
are people just like you and me, and they want a safer and better life, policy - B¢

just like you and me.) compared to - ~ & b~ C

complicated — #5374t
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