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World Refugee Day Sam Berry (5

Next week, on June 20", the United Nations (UN) will
celebrate “World Refugee Day”. Ban Ki-moon, the secretary
general of the UN says, “Refugees are people like anyone UN — [E] &
else, like you and me...their biggest dream is to live normally
again...On World Refugee Day, let us open our hearts to
refugees everywhere”. | like that quote, “refugees are people UN secretary general —
like anyone else”. Sometimes it is easy to forget it. We watch N —

. S [EFSE S F R
the news about people who live far away, we read statistics
in the newspaper. We can understand the issue, but maybe quote — 51
sometimes we think about “refugees” as an “issue”, rather
than refugees as people. You are high school students in
Tokyo, Japan, so it’s difficult to meet refugees face to face, issue — [ S, FhRE
human-to-human. Until we have a chance, | hope we can all

Vocabulary

Refugee —

statistics — #t it

remember refugees are people like anyone else, just like you
and me.

If you are interested, here are some interesting links | found online.
1. Video of Syrian refugees in a camp in Jordan talking about their lives. English subtitles.

http://tinyurl.com/kyoseinews 1

2. Very short video of how quickly war can change a child’s life: http./tinyurl.com/kyoseinews2

3. BBC interactive site. It makes us think about some of the decisions refugees escaping Syria have to make.
http.//tinyurl.com/kyoseinews3
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